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INTRODUCTION

Hi is proceeding m\olve<; a pennon filed on August 25.200S, hv

Roschurg forest Product* Co. Timber Products C ompony. LC, Suburban

Propane. LP Cow lev D&L. Inc , Sousa Ad Service, and Yrcka Western

Railroad Company (' ihc Petitioners") for an order under 49 CFR I I4fi



authorizing the provision of Allcmame Kail Service ("ARS") Tor Fct HI oners

over a line of Central Oregon & Pacilic Railroad, Ine ("CORP")

Petitioner* had selected West Texas and Luhbock Railway Company

r'WI I ") in conjunction with Yicka Western Railroad Company ("YWR')

in provide that rail service Hy decision served March 4, 200*), the Hoard

asked the parties to these proceedings to file supplementary c\ idence on

certain issues By order served March 13 2009. the deadline for providing

that information bus been extended unul March 31,2009

Spcufically regaidmg W"| |_, the Hoard direcied Petitioners to pro\ ide

assurances that its plans to operate the subject line would not result in

degrading service to the customers on us sibler railroad, the San Luis & Rio

Grande Railroad Company ("SI.KG")

Rl-SPONSE

On that issue WTL *ubmit.s the venficd statement of its Vice

President Stephen i jregory documenting the lact that the ARS it would

provide over the subject line would not in any way a fleet the sen, ice thai

either SI.KG provides on us line m Colorado or th.it WTL pro\ ides on its

railroad in Texas Specifically, with reaped to motive power. Mr Gregory

stales that the engines that W FL would deploy for use on the subject line



would not come from SLRG's llcci Wl l/s corporate owner luwa Pacific

I foldings/Permian Basin Railways (collectively "1PH"J, owns three high-

horsepower SD40-2 road loiomotucs sufficient lo piotide scr\ ice over the

Siskiyou Summit that arc not assigned to any of it* uther railioads 'I hi*

equipment licet will not only be able to handle the traffic moving on the

subicit line but will include an extra unit as a margin of protection in case

one ol the regularly assigned units becomes unavailable foi service Should

the Board grant this AKS request. Mr Uregory notes that these units will be

promptly dispatched to the area Sum larly, he notes thai W11 /s sister

railroad, the Mount Hood Ruilruad in Oregon, has a surplus switching

locomotive that can be moved expeditious!y to Blaek Buite. C A. for service

at Weed, CA

Regarding the ability of IPI1 personnel to cope with the extreme

operating conditions ut'the subject line. Mr Gregory adds that SLRG has

grades appioaching 4%. and attains the highest mainline elevation in North

America at La Vela Pass Moreover this line has a much more severe

curvature than does the Siskivou line and also sutlers from extreme winter

ueuthtM While IPH has super\ isnry «ind train crew personnel lhal would be

assigned to the Siski\ou sen, ice that ha\e experience un SI RG. those

cmplo\ccs do not currently woik un lhal tailioad ALCordmgly. no



supervisory and train crew personnel or other resources wi l l be diverted to

the subject line from SI.Rd or any of IPM\ other railroads

(OMCLUSION

Accordingly. WIL behc\es that it has satisfied the standards for 49

CI:R 1140 for relief and requests that the 1'cution for Alternative Kail

Scr\ ice be granted without delay
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I.John D HefTncr, certify that 1 have this 3 1st day of March. 2009.

*er\ ed a cop> ul ihc Supplemental K\ idencc of West 'I exas & Lubbock

Kailwj\ IHL , upon counsel lor all parties to this placarding, by first class

United States mail and by email

JohnU Heffner
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S l> PIIKN GREGORY

M) name is Stephen ' irciwr> .»v\ I .im Vice President of lown Pjcific Holdings,
I 1 (. Permian Basin Hailw ayb Inc , West I i:\js & I ubboik Railway. Inc. (W ft ) and
San I ins A Kin Grande Rallied

The Board, in Us decision scncd March 4 UK?) asked that "Pcmioners should
also provide assurances that \V1 1 s plans ID operate [he Line will not result in degrading
sen ice 10 SLRG's Customers "* I he purpose of this statement is assure the Hoard that
service to SLRG customers will not bL affected hy WTL's operation of the Line should
the Hoard grant Petitioners1 Alternate Rail Scrvuc (ARSt requuM

\\ 1 1. hail originally suhmitlcd the Venfied Statement of us President F-dvun E
Illlib in support of Petitioners' AKS Request touting its experience and ability to pi ovule
sen ice over this mountainous and Jullc-riging piect of lailroad In response CORP
stressed that the grade over the Siskivuii Pass in one the most severe, if nut the most
scveie in the I'rmcd Slates and th.il this route tat.es severe mnlcrweathei .is well 11
LruiLi/eil \S I L i ability topixtMdt, Alta bc*.aiiiOof WTL'b su^gebtion that n miylil use
tram and engini employees who lormerly uoikal on the CORP ' to '.he iMcnt
.ippnipn.Uu ' It alsu helitileil W I L 's subbt.uitul cxpcncncc as an ARS provider -in .1 line
in I cx.is because ol dilferenees m mileage and lopogniphy between the two operations

• First, with respect to locomotive resources, I want to assure the Board that no
engines for use in this scr\n.e will Lume Irom SLRG We ov.n three high-horsepouci
SIXO-2 road locomotives sufficient to provide service over the Siskiyuu Summit that arc
not unsigned to .my of our other railro.uls This equipment licet will not onl> be able to
handle the traffic moving on the I me hut will mUude an extra unit as a margin nf
protection in case one u( Ihe regular! \ assigned units becomes un:i\ailahlc for service
Should the Hoard grant this ARS leinie-ii, tht.sc units will be prompt I \ dispaiehdl to the
area Regarding the ncrtl (01 sw itching at \\ eed (. A, uc have .1 surplus switch my
locomotive at our Mourn Hood RHilro.ul (MH) Mihsidiaiy in Oregon lliat is not needed for
MH s operations Should thi Hoard grant (his ARS request, that unit Hill he nmvL-d
CKpedilinusly to Hlatk Butte C A. lor service at Weed. CA

Second, regarding the ahilitv ol oui personnel to cope with the extreme operating
conditions of the Line. I should note thai our SI.RU subsidiary has grades approaching
4°.'a. and attains the highest mainline elevation in North America at La Vela Pass
Moreover this line has a niuth more severe curvature than docs the Siskivou line lliii
route ulso suffcis from cMrcmc winter weather While Uic supervisory and tram crew
personnel tliut would be assigned to the Siskivou sen ice have experience on SLRG, thev
dn nui Lurrenlly uork on th.it railmjil Accnulinglv, no SLRG supervisory and train crew.
pcfeuiiiij or other resources will he diverted to the I me from SI.RCoran> of our other
railroads M is n»i unusual for hlion line holding companies lei maintain ke> individuals,
not required in daily operations in luntiious that enable them to report quii.kl> lo ntu



ditjiiisitioii startups, icinporary traffic surges, etc RailAmcnca's predecessor Rail lc\
referred to this as a "GO Team' In our case we have such mdi\ iduals, huth super* isorv
and Irani crew, fully qualified on mountain territory, who can he assigned to this
itpcration quickly without aflectinji service on any of our railroads



Pursuant to2X ( I S C 174h, I declaieand venf) under penally of perjury
under I he laws of ihe ( niicd Stoics of America thai the foregoing is true and

011 Mjrch24 20Ul>
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